God’s (((((  Government?
The Government of Malaysia held its 12th General Elections on March 8, 2008.
The by-now notorious phrase of the “political tsunami” that swept the country toppled the seemingly well-fortified bastions of the government of the day in four states while maintaining the fifth under its nemesis with an overwhelming majority compared to its razor-edged slimness before the election. 

A month after (at time of writing) all political parties and analysts, leaders and grassroots, continued to reel in the aftermath of this unexpected tumultuous tsunami. All this was attributed to People’s Power. The resultant alternative coalition formed from the three political parties that snatched away the two-thirds majority of the government in Parliament even named itself the People’s Alliance (Pakatan Rakyat).

One religious party in the Front, initially made out to oppose Christianity and to set up a religious government of their ilk that might close the door to the free propagation of the Gospel, made great progress in the election. Surprisingly even the Christian world “voted” for the Front of which this party was a component as an alternative to the current government when it “dropped” this intention (well, at least for the interim) in its political manifesto to win the hearts of the people. This party not only formed two state governments but had a chief minister appointed in one (though it was a minority) and was represented in the other two. Has this party dropped its original intention of making the country a religious state? Who voted this party in? The party’s own strong supporters? People’s Power? God allowing it to hold sway as part of His sovereign eschatological programme in governing the governments of the world though “it may work against God’s interest”?

In fact was it People’s Power that brought the collapse of the world’s empires and civilizations in history? 

Or was God Governing these Governments from the very beginning?

( 
Was Pharaoh’s government set up to enslave God’s people part of His plan of world government after Joseph’s death?  Exo. 1:8 – Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.

(
Were the many foreign nations that were allowed to judge Israel part of God’s plan to discipline His people? 

Jud. 2:16-22 – Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them… And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice; I also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died that through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not.

(
When the northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrian attack, was it part of God’s plan even to use pagan power? 

II Kgs. 18:11, 12 – And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria…because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them.

(
The “lion king with wings of eagles” (Dan. 7:4) was actually God’s servant [Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, Jer. 25:9; 27:6] to lead His people out of their land into exile in a foreign country. For almost seventy years God’s people were submitted to dictatorial rule. Was it part of God’s plan or was it due to a dictator’s political and military might?

(
Yet this very same “king-of-the-beast and king-of-the-birds”-dictator was overthrown by a Persian bear [behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, Dan. 7:5], prophesied and named nearly three centuries before his birth to overcome the Babylonian Empire. He was none other than the Persian king, Cyrus [That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure, Isa. 44:29] and also God’s anointed [Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, Isa. 45:1] to free His people from exile after the time of their punishment was up, so that the people could return to their county, but no more under their own rule until a semblance of it returned in 1948. 

Were the other world empires and civilizations that followed, viz. the Grecian and Roman Empires up to the time of the Lord, there in history by chance (or was it by man’s dictates?) or part of God’s programme of redemption to fulfil the fulness of time when God’s own Son would be born of a woman to redeem all mankind? 

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. [Gal. 4:4, 5]

For centuries after the vibrant missionary zeal of the church in its early history (and it mainly grew under persecutions) and the complacent compromise of a so-called Christian government succeeding that, the church fell into the clutches of the crescent in a dark sky until its awakening in recent history in the 16th century with major reforms to church and country to boot. 

Even then in the last century, we saw the rise of People’s Power stretching from the west to the east of the Asian continent, raising barriers to prevent the proclamation of the Gospel, persecuting and imprisoning their own citizens who embraced it. It was a period of gloom for the Christian world and mission as barrier after barrier was raised – some made of iron, others of bamboo, still others of bricks to build up a wall to divide even its own country’s citizens into two – one, professedly a People’s Welfare State and the other promoting a government of the people, by the people and for the people. People’s Power or God’s Government?

When all seemed dark and gloomy in this part of the world then, even as God rent the curtain in the temple into two when Jesus died, He in similar fashion with the least expectancy from anyone, collapsed all these barriers and freed many of the European states, not to mention the opening of a wider door to the Christian Gospel. What was most surprising was the discovery of millions of God’s faithful behind these doors when they were closed! Today, the Christians in these lands are the missionaries to their own people; but not only that, they have reversed the process of sending western missionaries to the east!

Christian churches in Malaysia (including our assemblies) have gradually been deprived of foreign missionaries with independent rule granted to us since 1958. It was a bane that turned into blessing and today the assemblies are not only self-dependent, self-supporting and self-propagating, but we are sending missionaries out of Malaysia into foreign lands. The Gospel door in Malaysia is not yet fully opened. There is one side-door which is completely closed to us officially in our beloved country. But can it ever be regarded as closed before God? As pointed out earlier, God had broken down iron doors and brick walls raised by men in the past in His own good time under His sovereign will. Is it therefore surprising to discover that even such a door (can we call it a batik curtain?) that we face today is starting to show cracks! Brethren, let us continue to pray that this door will soon open ajar for the Gospel to fully penetrate and lighten up those inside.

And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. [Acts 14:27]

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: [Rev. 3:8]

In the meanwhile, we in The ECHOS and the Mission Night, are humbled that we can be part of God’s anointed mission to establish His Government not only in Malaysia, but also in the world. We are living in momentous times when we shall see nations falling like nine pins at the onslaught and tsunami of God’s Government being set up. In the aftermath of our Malaysian tsunami, the Christians in Malaysia have a tremendous role to play – perhaps not in people’s politics but certainly in persistent prayer for the government of the land to be under God’s Sovereign Government in fulfilling His own prophetic plan until Christ comes. 
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